
 

 

October 2024 

Address: Danu Community Special 
School 
Blanchardstown Road North, Dublin 15, D15P380 

ā 8th November Think Big Space Workshop       ā 27th November NCSE Staff Training  

ā 11th November School Photographer      ā 4th December School closed for Students ð CPI training for Staff  

UPCOMING EVENTS/ DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

From Team Hawthorn  would like to  
recognise the achievement  of one our stu-
dent Jared in receiving in Junior Cycle  
Certificate. We are extremely proud of 
him. It has been a pleasure to teach Jared 
and see him come to school with a big smile 
and good sense of humour every day.  
Congratulation Jared!!  

 

ā 14th November HSE Childrenõs Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme  ā 2nd December BOM Meeting at 4pm  

 

SPECIAL MENTION 
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For LćMH  Day!! 
 

We recreated òPerfectó by Ed Sheeran. 
You can see it on the Parent Association 
Facebook page 

ā 18th November Danu CSS Anniversary Day of when School Opened to Students in 2019  

ā 11th December NCSE Staff Training     ā 20th December school closes at 12pm for Christmas Holidays  
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Message from Principal 

Quote of the month 

òOur culture often glorifies self-sacrifice, but self-compassion teaches us that we need care too. It is 
not selfish to prioritise your own wellbeing. In fact, when you are kind to yourself, you are better able to 

take care of others.ó 
P§draig Ď Mor§in 

Pat Doolan 

On  behalf of the Parents Association, if there is anyone who would like 
to join the PA or would have any suggestions on fundraising to 

please let Louise or Nicola know. 
Kind Regards, PA. 
Well done! 

Parents Association  

Parent Association 

Dear Students, Parents & Staff, 

Welcome back to everyone from the Halloween Break. As we settle into the return to school for the remainder of 
this term our theme for this month is ôPeople Who Help Usõ. Our School Improvement Plan for Academic Year 
24.25 outlines our target of striving in providing our students access to curricular activities to promote their 
physical, social and emotional competence to enhance their overall wellbeing. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our student Jared who completed Junior Cycle Level One 
Learning Programme and received his Junior Cycle School Certificate on 4th October from his teacher Sergio. 

In addition, we celebrated LAMH day on 4th October to Ed Sheeran song Perfect where our teacher Elaine organ-
ised a whole school video to share with parents and the school community. 

Thank you to parents and teachers for working together and meeting during October for student IEPS. These will 
be sent during November. Juniper class parents will meet with the class teacher on 26th November regarding 
their childõs IEP. The class teacher will be in touch regarding times. 

The New School Building (due September 2027) Stage 01 Submission has been issued to Rogerson Reddan, the 
programme managers for the Department of Education. The Architects, BDP, will present this to the Department 
of Education on 6/12/24. 

We would like to remind Parents to continue to reach out to the Blanchardstown CDNT at any time regarding any 
concern or support for your child. Danu CSS has a new SENO, his name is Christopher Roe, contact details are 

1st Floor, Block 2, Grove Court | Blanchardstown | Dublin 15 | D15 HNT2 | T: 01 539 1246 | Web: www.ncse.ie 

Enjoy the Newsletter, Kindest Regards, Pat 
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Class Willow have had a very enjoyable month in October, celebrating  
autumn and Halloween together.  
We learned autumn, Halloween, scared and sick together in L§mh to use for 
the festive season.  We explored the season through nature walks outside, 
collecting different colour leaves that we used for our art pieces.  
Class Willow practiced the colours through our autumn leaves, orange, red, 
yellow, green and brown.   
We celebrated Halloween by decorating our own pumpkins and made spooky 
jelly for sensory play. Some of the students dressed up for our Halloween 
party where we had a few treats and played games together. Class Willow 
are having a great time every Thursday with Music Generation, exploring 
different instruments.  
Some students have found a new hobby of games on the Clever Touch 
screen, matching picture to picture and building a picture with missing  
pieces.  
We are looking forward to celebrating the next upcoming festive season  
together. 



 

 

October has been a month full of fun, creativity, and celebration in  
Juniper class. The children have settled back into school routines, and 
weõve had a wonderful time embracing the excitement of autumn and  
Halloween.  
Our theme this month focused on the vibrant colours of autumn, with 
plenty of outdoor walks to explore the changing leaves and nature around 
us. We also explored the different animals associated with autumn. 
 
The kids had a blast with Halloween themed art projects such as  
bubbling cauldrons and scary pumpkins! We even baked some delicious 
buns together. We loved the story òRoom on a broomó this month and had 
lots of fun doing different activities associated with the book. These  
activities brought lots of smiles and sparked their imaginations. We also 
had the pleasure of celebrating Adam and Huzaifaõs birthdays, which 
added some extra joy to our month.  
Itõs been a fantastic October, and we look forward to what November 
brings. 
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 Juniper Class News 



 

 

October was another fun filled month in Apple class. We celebrated L§mh day this month 
by learning the L§mh signs to the song ôPerfect by Ed Sheeranõ. It was a very proud moment 
to watch the students sing along to the song and perform the signs to the words. This gave 
us the opportunity to explore the music element of the JC which was ò5.9 Identify the 
source and direction of a soundó. 

As part of personal care and wellbeing we explored the story ôthe Colour Monster. The stu-
dents identified the emotions stated in the story and found the corresponding emotion real 
life photos. 

We also had a lot of fun exploring Autumn and Halloween. The students loved painting au-
tumn trees, using leaves to make hedgehogs and using bubble solution to make a witchõs cal-
dron come to life. 

For literacy this month, we explored the words go, want, open and close. The students 
learned where to find the words on a core board, how to spell the words and how to use 
them in sentences. The students enjoyed opening surprise boxes for the word open, making 
a rocket fly in the sky for exploring the word go and choosing fun activities to explore the 
word want. 
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Apple Class News 



 

 

October was a very exciting month in class Ash. We welcomed the new baby chicks 
as they started to hatch on the 9th of October. It took two days for all the chicks 
to hatch and when they were ready we transferred all seven chicks to their brood 
box. Everyone loved watching them grow and change. Lots of students and staff 
from other classrooms came to visit the chicks and say hello. We all learned how to 
care for the chicks. How to handle them, feed them and give them fresh water (PLU 
Personal care & wellbeing 3.4 ð Demonstrate awareness of kindness to others). Last 
week Farmer Gareth came to our classroom to check the chicks (PLU Being part of a 
community 4.2 Acknowledge unfamiliar people). He said they had grown so much and 
it was time to bring them to the farm. We were sad to say goodbye to the chicks but 
Farmer Gareth said we can visit them in Nore Valley Pet Farm. 

In October we also explored the theme of the month, Autumn and Halloween. We 
collected Autumn leaves and used them to make a bushy tail for our squirrel artwork. 
In circle time we matched and named Autumn colours and did great writing in our  
Autumn workbooks. We baked delicious Halloween cupcakes with decorated them 
with green icing. The month ended with a really fun Halloween celebration. We did 
dress up, party games, listened to spooky music and had lots of party treats. After 
all that fun and hard work we are all ready for our week off. Happy Halloween ! 

 

Page 5 Danu CSS Newsletter  

Ash Class News 
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Hawthorn Class News 
October updates from Hawthorn class! This month, we fully received the Halloween  
spirit and the magic of autumn. Our classroom was active with activities were we  
submerged into Halloween themed projects and celebrated the season. From PLU Literacy 
and Communication and Numeracy including The Arts we created spooky decorations, and 
our wall came alive with Halloween vibes. 

One of the highlights was our pumpkin carving!. Each student designed their own pumpkin 
and with some prompt, we turned those designs into jack-oõ-lanterns. It was both fun and 
a little messy, but seeing the pumpkins glow afterward was worth every  
effort! 

In addition to our Halloween and autumn activities, the students have been engaged in a 
short course about wellbeing in Junior Cycle (JC), where theyõre developing new skills and 
gaining skills that support their learning journey. 

To add a musical sound to October, we enjoyed sessions with Music Generation, where 
students showed interested in learning to play the piano. Itõs been exciting to see them 
grow in confidence. Weõre looking forward to seeing them develop even more in music over 
the coming months. 

Last but not least, huge congratulation to our student Jared who got this certificate for 
JC achievement, well done!! 

October in Hawthorn class has been full of learning, creativity, and community spirit, and 
weõre excited for what coming in November! 

Hawthorn Team. 
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Oak Class News 
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Welcome back to Oak Class this bright October! First, weõd like to wish our 
students and families a very happy and spooky Halloween mid-term break!. 

We've been busy preparing for the season with lots of Autumn and  
Halloween themed decorations and artwork. Using vibrant fall colours.  
 
We filled our classroom with pumpkins, leaves, and spooky details that really 
got us into the Halloween spirit (and yes, a few splashes of colour even made 
it to the walls!). To get ahead for next year, we planted pumpkin seeds in the 
hopes of growing our own pumpkins something we're very excited about!  

Halloween costumes were a highlight, and everyone looked fantastic! We  
enjoyed showing off our costumes, sharing treats, and celebrating together 
at Halloween school party. Now, with our mid-term break approaching, we're 
looking forward to a bit of relaxation and maybe some more Halloween fun at 
home. 



 

 

Theme of the month 

òAutumn/Halloweenó 
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Apple Class 

Willow Class  Juniper Class   

Oak Class  Hawthorn Class  

Ash Class  

 

  

  

  


