
 

 

September 2024 

Address: Danu Community Special School 
Blanchardstown Road North, Dublin 15, D15P380 
Phone: 01-8270755        EMAIL:school@danucss.ie   

5h October: World Teacher Day             8th October  Next BOM meeting  

18th October: School closed for students/ CPI training for all staff  

UPCOMING EVENTS/ DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

SNA Appreciation Day  

Launched by F·rsaõs Education Division 
and marking the first ever National Spe-
cial Needs Assistants Appreciation Day. 
Danu Special School celebrated on the 
26th of September, SNA Appreciation 
Day to acknowledge and appreciate all hard 
work they do in our school every day. From 
School Management and BOM and Parents, 

 THANK YOU!!  

SPECIAL MENTION 

 

9th October 2.50pm to 5pm: Parent Teacher IEP Meetings  

25th October: School closure for Halloween Holidays        4th November at 9am: School reopens 

Incubator Project 
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Message from Principal 

Quote of the month 

ôTrust yourself. Youõve survived a lot and youõll survive whatever is coming.õ 

Robert Tew - Author 

Pat Doolan 

The PA would like to express its heartfelt gratitude to Danu's SNA Edel,    
Cumann Naomh Peregrine C.L.G, and everyone who contributed to the            
organization and success of the recent blitz and fundraiser held in support 
of Danu. Your dedication, time, and efforts have made this event truly  
memorable and impactful. We are still awaiting the final tally of the funds 
raised, but rest assured, every penny will make a significant difference and 
is deeply appreciated by all. Itõs heartwarming to see our community come 
together in such a meaningful way, showing solidarity and support. The event 
was not only a success in terms of raising funds but also in bringing people 
together, fostering a sense of unity and compassion. We cannot thank you 
enough for your generosity and kindness. Whether you participated,  
volunteered, or contributed in any way, your involvement is invaluable and 
truly appreciated. Thank you once again for making this possible!  
Well done! 
Parents Association  

Parent Association 

Dear Students, Parents & Staff, 
We are delighted that our return to school since 28th August has been our most successful start 
back to school to date. All students have settled into their class. For some students there has 
been change, either a new classroom with new peers or for some new staff. 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new students and their parents and families to the 
Danu Community. In addition, we extend our sincere welcome to our new staff that have started 
with us this school year. And for students, parents and staff that remain with us, we wish you all a 
healthy, happy and successful school year ahead. In Danu CSS we continue to strive towards 
providing high standards of excellence in education and this is done with parental support. 
Our school priorities this year are ensuring that we:  
 
ā provide the students access to curricular activities that promote the studentõs physical, social, 
and emotional competence to enhance their overall wellbeing. 
ā provide the students access to age appropriate and relevant Relationship and Sexual Education 
activities that promote student understanding and wellbeing as they grow and develop; 
ā provide staff experience a sense of belonging and feel safe, connected and supported. 
Our Deputy Principal, Annie is now in an administrative role this academic year. With this new role, 
it is exciting that our school can now grow and develop as we wish. Unfortunately, we continue to 
actively seek a class teacher for one of our classrooms. 
 
We are delighted to announce that the school will be increasing in student numbers. 12 new  
students will commence Danu CSS during academic year 2024/2025. We are working with the  
Patron and DE to provide facilities and classrooms for all students as soon as possible. To date we 
have no further news on this development. We would like to remind Parents to continue to reach 
out to the Blanchardstown CDNT at any time regarding any concern or support for your child. 
Enjoy the Newsletter, Kindest Regards,  
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Willow Class News 

Danu CSS Newsletter  

 

Class Willow had a very successful start back to school this September. We 
welcomed new staff and new friends into the class, and the whole school  
welcomed our new student to Danu. The theme of the month was All About Me 
as we got to know each other as a class, settled back into the new year while 
sharing and caring for our new friends. We have been looking at photos  
of ourselves, looking in the mirror and matching/writing our names.  
 
We were very lucky with the weather this month as the students enjoyed 
their play outdoors through water play, walks in the basketball court and time 
in the yard on the trampoline, swings and slides. The students in Class Willow 
have demonstrated great sharing skills this month as they enjoyed playing  
together.  
Class Willow have been expressing their creativity and developing their art 
skills through pieces of art for the school fundraiser, our classroom and using 
the colours, and natural materials that Autumn has to offer to us. We are  
delighted to have Music Generation back this year, spending Thursday  
mornings full of song and music while experimenting with different  
instruments.  
We look forward to more fun, play and learning in the next month with our 
friends.  



 

 

The Juniper Class has returned to school with great enthusiasm, 
ready to embark on new adventures at Danu. We are pleased to 
welcome Edward, who has joined us from Willow Class, as well as 
two new Special Needs Assistants (SNAs), Ina and Reammon, 
who have become part of our dedicated team. 

As students gradually settle back into their daily routines, they 
are engaging in a variety of subjects, including literacy,  
communication, mathematics, arts, and group activities. One of  
highlights this term has been the class's first adventure to the 
local shop, a thrilling experience for all. Daily walks on   
basketball court and lots of fun on the new trampolines in the 
yard are also favourite activities  

We are excited to resume Music Generation sessions with 
Eoghan and look forward to attending weekly assemblies every 
Friday, where students can aspire to be recognized as "Students 
of the Week." 
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Juniper Class News 



 

 

WOW, what an amazing first month back to school we have had in 
Apple class. All of the students have settled back into school life 
with ease. 
 
As part of the Being Part of the Community JC curriculum we 
worked on the element 4.7 Engage in supported activities on daily 
life skills. We have had many opportunities to work on this element 
as we went to the shop for the first time this academic year.  
 
The students had the opportunity to choose an item they would like 
to buy and pay for it. We also went swimming for the first time as a 
class. Some students swam the Wight of the pool, some were brave 
enough to jump in and some splashed their feet but all had great fun.  
As part of this element, the students have worked on building 
friendships by playing turn taking games and sharing the trampoline. 
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Apple Class News 



 

 

Welcome Back ! The students and staff in Class Ash have returned to school full of 
excitement, energy, and curiosity and we are all set to embark on new learning  
adventures. 

This month, weõre exploring the theme òAll About Meó. We covered the Junior Cycle 
Level 1 PLU - Personal Care & Wellbeing - Self-awareness 3.1 Demonstrate awareness 
of their own body, by engaging in games and activities such as yoga, action songs and 
matching activities. The students identified their individual features using mirrors 
and photos and created their own Self Portraits using a variety of materials and fab-
rics. Their amazing work is now displayed on our gallery wall. 

We were very excited to welcome Farmer John from Nore Valley Park Farm to our 
class this month as part of the Incubation Project. Framer John brought us six eggs, 
an incubator and brood box. Everyday we check the temperature on the incubator, 
check the water levels and change the number on our countdown board. In a week or 
so the eggs will start to hatch and we will meet our new baby chicks ! (PLU - Being 
part of the Community - Relating to others). 

We are looking forward to a fantastic year ahead, full of learning, fun and  
celebrating what makes each student special! 
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Ash Class News 
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Hawthorn Class News 
September has been a busy month for Hawthorn Class, packed with exciting  

activities and learning experiences both in and out of the classroom. One highlight 
was the class outings, to the shop/Campus which offered students a chance to  
engage in practical learning outside the traditional setting.  

Early in the month, we visited a nearby shop as part of a life skills lesson. Students 
are selecting and purchasing items while learning about responsible spending.  

It was a great opportunity to apply PLU 1 Literacy and PLU 2 Numeracy skills in a 
real-world context, and everyone enjoyed the hands-on experience.  

These outings helped students connect with the school environment while  
reinforcing the PLUs in a practical context, particularly the "Wellbeing and  

Personal Care" and "Out in the Community" learning areas. 

In class, we explored the "All About Me" theme through personal reflection  
activities. Students created posters and presentations where they shared their 
hobbies, family, and interests, linking it to PLU 5 The Arts and PLU 6 P.E 

This encouraged students to think critically about their strengths, learning styles, 
and personal goals, helping them develop self-management skills.  

Overall, September was a dynamic month of learning, combining classroom  
education with real-world experiences. These activities not only supported our 
PL1LP goals but also encouraged student engagement and independence. 

This is all the news from September in Hawthorn Class.  

See you next month!! 

Hawthorn Team 



 

 

Page 7 

Oak Class News 

Danu CSS Newsletter  

September has been a busy yet fun-filled month in Class Oak!  
Everyone has settled in nicely after an enjoyable summer break. Class Oak 
have been focusing on the theme ôAll About Meõ in the month of September 
creating some great artwork along the way including some lovely  
self-portraits made by the boys.  
 
This month has been filled with fun activities such as baking Rice Krispie 
buns, painting some lovely pictures, enjoying music with Eoin, completing 
some science experiments such as floating or sinking and we even got to do 
some handy work which was to build a light table for the sensory room!  
The boys in Class Oak also really enjoyed their trips to the shop and cafe! 
We celebrated Anshuõs birthday in September, which added some extra joy 
to the month! The teacher and SNAõs are excited to welcome everyone back 
and are enjoying getting to know each other in Class Oak.  
Hereõs to a great year ahead! 



 

 

Theme of the month 

�´All About me�µ 
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Willow Class  Juniper Class   

Oak Class  Hawthorn Class  
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